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PATRIOT ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Idaho (Mr. LABRADOR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, during 
the past week, we have heard about a 
series of major violations of our civil 
liberties, including the fact that NSA 
is collecting the phone records of tens 
of millions of Americans. This whole-
sale snooping on innocent Americans is 
an unacceptable violation of one of our 
most basic freedoms—the right to pri-
vacy and to be free from government 
surveillance—and one of many unin-
tended but predictable consequences of 
the USA PATRIOT Act. 

I proudly voted against reauthoriza-
tion of the PATRIOT Act three times 
because of its potential for abuse, and 
more people are starting to see that 
abuse. Even former Vice President Al 
Gore, not someone I normally agree 
with, had the right response to the 
NSA report. He tweeted: 

In a digital era, privacy must be a priority. 
Is it just me, or is secret blanket surveil-
lance obscenely outrageous? 

And I tweeted back: 
Crazy, but I agree! 

Of course, what’s happening with the 
NSA is just the latest example of the 
government abusing its power. 

We’ve all heard about the IRS scan-
dals, in which one of the most powerful 
agencies in the government delib-
erately targeted conservative organiza-
tions for audits and other forms of har-
assment. 

We’ve all heard about what happened 
with FOX News reporter James Rosen, 
whose phone was tapped by the Justice 
Department even though Attorney 
General Eric Holder testified before the 
House Judiciary Committee ‘‘that po-
tential prosecution of the press for the 
disclosure of material, that is not 
something that I have ever been in-
volved with, heard of, or would think 
would be wise policy.’’ 

Needless to say, what Mr. Holder said 
under oath is sharply at odds with 
what happened to Mr. Rosen, and I 
joined with my Judiciary Committee 
colleagues in sending a letter to Mr. 
Holder requesting that he appear be-
fore the committee again to explain 
these discrepancies. 

Then, just last Friday, it was re-
ported that the NSA and the FBI are 
tapping directly into the central serv-
ers of nine leading U.S. Internet com-
panies, including Google, Facebook, 
and YouTube. Who knows what we’ll 
find out next. 

When thinking about all these scan-
dals, I’m reminded of what James 
Madison wrote in Federalist 51 in the 
early days of our country: 

If men were angels, no government would 
be necessary. If angels were to govern men, 
neither external nor internal controls on 
government would be necessary. In framing a 
government which is to be administered by 
men over men, the great difficulty lies in 
this: you must first enable the government 
to control the government and, in the next 
place, oblige it to control itself. 

In recent years, many Members of 
both parties have forgotten Mr. Madi-
son’s lesson, a lesson that infuses our 
founding document, the U.S. Constitu-
tion, that government powers must be 
limited because governments, by their 
very nature, have a hard time ‘‘con-
trolling’’ themselves. 

During the Bush years, many Repub-
licans ignored that truth; and in the 
Obama era, many Democrats have ig-
nored it, too. 

What’s happening with the NSA, the 
IRS, the DOJ, and other agencies 
should correct the misguided idea that 
it’s okay to give the government more 
powers so long as the ‘‘right’’ party is 
in power. Because parties change. And 
to quote Madison again: 

Enlightened statesmen will not always be 
at the helm. 

For all of these reasons and more, I 
voted against the USA PATRIOT Act, 
which, despite its nice name, was writ-
ten in such a sweeping way that it 
opened the door for the NSA to invade 
the privacy of millions of Americans. 
That is because the USA PATRIOT 
Act’s section 215 allows the FBI to seek 
the production of ‘‘tangible things’’ to 
obtain foreign intelligence and to pro-
tect against clandestine intelligence 
activities. 

But since it does not require that ei-
ther the caller or the recipient of the 
call be a foreign agent or located 
abroad, you can see how the FBI could 
be tempted to collect broad swaths of 
data concerning Americans’ phone 
calls to detect patterns of activity, as 
many analysts suggest may have hap-
pened in this case. That is why, last 
Thursday, I joined several of my House 
colleagues in sending a letter to FBI 
Director Mueller and NSA Director 
Alexander requesting more informa-
tion concerning their data collection 
activities. 

Given public outrage about the 
NSA’s abuse of power, it is time for 
Congress to reexamine all sections of 
the USA PATRIOT Act, and I am hope-
ful my colleagues will join me in start-
ing that reexamination. 

Now is the time to work together to 
reduce the scope of government power 
before it becomes so large and so im-
penetrable that regaining our freedoms 
becomes almost impossible. Now is our 
moment, and we must seize it. 
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CHILDREN’S ACT FOR 
RESPONSIBLE EMPLOYMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
today is International Day Against 
Child Labor, which gives us the oppor-
tunity to reflect on the plight of hun-
dreds of millions of children through-
out the world who perform work that 
endangers their health, deprives them 
of an adequate education, and denies 
them basic freedoms and protections. 

Unfortunately, the United States is 
not immune to the scourge of child 

labor. Long hours and dangerous work-
ing conditions are, sadly, a reality for 
hundreds of thousands of children 
working in our country’s fields and 
farms. 
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Throughout our Nation, there are 
children like Zulema, who at age 12 
works in the fields picking fruits and 
vegetables, while her classmates spend 
afternoons doing homework and play-
ing with friends. Despite her young 
age, Zulema frequently, with bare 
hands, wields adult-sized harvesting 
shears. When crop dusters fly overhead, 
she is often covered in pesticides 
meant to kill insects in the field. In 
spite of Zulema’s exposure to these se-
rious and dangerous conditions, she 
takes home to her struggling family a 
mere $64 a week. 

Our farming industry is alarmingly 
plagued by preventable tragedies like 
the one in Mount Carroll, Illinois, 
where a 14-year-old boy cleaning a 
grain bin suffocated to death when he 
was sucked into a sinkhole of flowing 
corn. Tragic accidents like this under-
score the fact that agriculture is one of 
our Nation’s most dangerous indus-
tries. Yet it is the only industry in 
which our children are not protected 
equally by our child labor laws. 

While reserved for adults in every 
other occupation in agriculture, chil-
dren as young as 16 are allowed to per-
form hazardous work, like driving trac-
tors and operating chain saws. It is 
also the only industry in which chil-
dren as young as 12 are allowed to 
labor in the fields with virtually no re-
strictions on the number of hours they 
work outside of the school day. 

To address this shameful reality in 
our country, I am reintroducing the 
Children’s Act for Responsible Employ-
ment, better known as the CARE Act. 
While retaining current exemptions 
that protect family farms and agricul-
tural education programs like 4–H and 
Future Farmers of America, the CARE 
Act raises labor standards and protec-
tions for farmworker children to the 
same level set for children in all other 
occupations. 

Specifically, the CARE Act ends our 
country’s double standard that allows 
children employed in agriculture to 
work at younger ages and for longer 
hours than those working in all other 
industries. The bill raises the min-
imum age for agricultural work to 14 
and restricts children under 16 from 
work that interferes with their edu-
cation or endangers their health and 
well-being. The CARE Act also pro-
hibits children under the age of 18 from 
working in agricultural jobs which the 
Department of Labor has declared par-
ticularly hazardous. This is consistent 
with current law governing every in-
dustry outside of agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, no child should be dis-
criminated against based on the work 
they do. All of America’s children de-
serve to be protected equally under our 
laws. It is our moral obligation to do 
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